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A Girl of Kargil 
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FOREWORD 


Kargil district is the second largest district in the State after Leh. It 
has also the second lowest population density. Carved out of the erst- 
while sprawling Ladakh district in 1979, Kargil district has only two 
tehsils of Kargil and Zanskar. It has sparre population. Most of the 
inhabitations are along water course. The entire district is replete with 
places of breathtaking scenic beauty. Kargil’s only road link with the 
rest of the State is through the Zojilla pass which remains snow bound 
for about scven months in a year, forcing the residents to build up suffi- 
cient winter stocks. 

Suru Valley in general and Zanskar in particular are the most beau- 
tiful areas. These areas experiences heavy snow fall. Dras is another 
important town of the district which has the distinction of being the sec- 
ond coldest inhabited place in the world after Siberia. The temperature 
dips down even to - 50 degrees C. in winter. Ponies of Zanskar are known 
for speed and are considered best for Polo. 

On development front, Kargil district too has witnessed acceler- 
ated pace of development in the recent past. Its annual plan outlay has 
increased from about Rs.3.50 crore in 1981-82 to Rs.22.09 crore in 1996- 
97. This itself speaks for the utilization of plan funds for development 
purposes over the years. Opening of a Degree College at Kargil and 
commissioning of 3.75 Mgwt Iqbal Hydel Project at Kargil during 1995- 
96 are some of the milestones of development. 

The district has one of the oldest civilisation. Their life style has 
not yet undergone much transformation and is still away from the winds 
of modernity. These tribes are Dards and Baltis. Dards are located in 
Dras. The Baltis are said to be the descendants of Sakas, a Central Asian 
race. Their colourful rich culture is still one of the attractions for the 
foreign tourists who throng the district in large number. 

Kargil district profile is the thirteenth and the second last profile 
brought out by the Information department during the last one year. Our 
efforts have been to provide some of the basic information about all dis- 
tricts. The basic draft was prepared by Mr.Tsering Narboo, District In- 
formation Officer and edited by Asstt. Director of Information, Mr.B.A. 
Bhat. Mr. D. R. Nanda, Information Officer, (Youth), Mr. Keertan 
Sharma, Artist and Mr. Shishupaul, Asstt. Cameraman have also lent 
support in this venturc. 


September, 1996 K. B. Jandial 
Srinagar Director Information 
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KARGIL AT A GLANCE 


Geographical Area 14,036 sg. kms 
Forest Area 6 sq. kms 
Population 65,990 (1981 census) 
81,000 (1991 estimate) 
Literacy percentage 19 (1981) 
Tehsils Se TY E 
Blocks 7 
Towns l 
Panchayats 34 
Villages 129 
Inhabited villages 127 
Ed. Institutions 358 (1995-96) 
Villages electrified 79 (1995-96) 
Villages provided drinking water 126 & 
385 hamlets 
Principal crop/stapple food Barley 
Grim/wheat 
Bank branches 11 (1995-96) 
Post Offices/Sub Post Offices 51 (1995-96) 
Live-stock population 
a) Cattle 0.73 lakhs 
b) Sheep/Goats 3.24 lakhs 
Roads 
Surfaced 478 Kms. 
Un-surfaced 198. Kms. 
Villages connected by roads 92 ` 
Telephone Exchanges 5 
Telephone connections 410 
Total Electorate 
Parliamentary elections May ‘96 64,624 
Assembly elections Sept ‘96 71,241 
a) Male pz | 
b) Female 36,319 
L.S. seat Part of Ladakh Parliamentary constituency. 
Assembly segments 2 (Kargil & Zanskar) 


Electorate 
I. Kargil 52,642 
2. Zanskar 18,599 
3 
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Kargil district was carved out of the erstwhile Ladakh district dur- 
ing the last reorganisation of administrative units ordered by the State 
Govt. in July 1979. The district lies in the north-east of Kashmir Valley at 
an altitude ranging from of 8,000 ft to 14.000 ft. above the sca level. It 
has a geographical arca of 14.036 sq. kms. including rocky mountains 
which are devoid of natural vegetation. The density of population is only 
5 persons per sq. km. against the State average figure of 59 persons per 
sq. Km. 


The decennial growth rate during 197 ]-81 has been worked out at 
23.58 in the district as against 29.69 at the State level. The growth rate 
during 1981-91 has increased to 33. 


The two tehsils of the district, Kargil and Zanaskar comprise seven 
blocks viz. Drass, Kargil, Sankoo, Tai-Suru, Zanskar, Shargol and Shakar- 
Chiktan with 129 villages including two un-inhabited ones, Haripore and 
Batokul in Drass block. The district has 34 Panchayat Halqas. 


The district has a projected population of 91,670 souls in 1995-96 
which stood at 65,990 as per 1981 census. People mostly live in rural 
areas and only 5.3 percent reside in the town. The majority of population 
is Muslim. The Budhists come next with their concentration in Zanskar 
tehsil and Shargol block. A few families of Sikhs and Hindus also live in 
the district. 


The cultivated area in the district is 10.000 hectares as against 19,437 
hectares of reporting arca. The soil is generally coarse, mixed with stones 
and gravels. It is alkine in reaction and organic matter content is very 
low. The fertility of the soil varies from place to place and the growing 
season is short. The average rainfall in Kargil is 26 cms only. 


The district gets snowfall varying from 2 ft to 5 ft. The Kargil town, 
Suru Valley and the villages around the Wakha and Kanji Nallah record a 
snowfall upto 3 ft while in Drass and some parts of Zanaskar it is 5 ft. 
Drass is the second coldest inhabited place in the world after Siberia in 
Russia. The areas of Karkitcho, Kargil town, Hardass to Saliskot and the 
villages from Silmo to Garkone get a double crop of barley. wheat, peas, 
bajrah and vegetables while other areas of the district get only single crop 
of wheat, barley, peas and some varieties of vegetables. The barley is the 
staple crop of the district. 
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The district presents a composite culture of Balti, Ladakhi, Purki, 
Dardi, Znaskari and Shina cultures. Irrespective of ethenic identities, all 


speak the Kargili language with case. 


HISTORY 


The name Kargil came into prominence some time between 14th 
and l6th centuary A.D. The areas of present Kargil district including 
some parts of Baltistan, were called Purik in ancient history. The Purik 
Sultan, a renowned king sctup his kingdom at Karpokhar in Suru Valley. 
He brought the sorrounding villages, including Zanskar, Pashkum and 
Sodh, under his domain and developed the areas in respect of culture, 


An old stone statue near Dras 
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economy and mili- 
tary might. 
Gashoo Thatha 
Khan ( a banished 
prince) also 
played a promi- 
nent role in expan- 
sion of his domain 
over Chiktan area 
in 9th century 
A.D. Later, he ex- 
panded his empire 
to Sodh area and is 
known to have 
been a powerful 
king of the area. 
Boti Khan, Abdal 
Khan, Amrodh 
Choo, Tsering 
Malik, — Niathi 
Stan, Kunchok 
Sherab Stan and 
Thi Sultan have 
also made an im- 
print on the history 
of Kargil. 


Digitized by eGangotri 


In the ancient times Purik was divided into many small kingdoms, 
the prominent among them being Suru Karchey, Sodh, Fokar and Chiktan. 
The history of Ladakh and Baltistan written by many historians like 
A.H.Frankey, Wazir Hashmatullah Khan and Kacho Sikandar Khan 
Sikandar, reveals that Kargil was divided into many little Kingdoms which 
occasionally fought with each other on petty things. 


History also reveals that no king made Kargil town as capital. There- 
fore, there is no mention about Kargil in ancient history. There are con- 
flicting views about the name of Kargil. Some say that the name is a 
combination of two words ‘Khar’ and ‘rkil’ meaning “the kingdom in 
between" 


With the passage of time Kharkil changed into Kargil. Others be- 
lieve that it is derived from Gar and Khil. ‘Gar? means “coming from any 
place" and *Khil' means “stop”. The Kargil town is equidistant from 
Skardoo, Srinagar, Leh and Zanskar. 


The Kargilies are descendants of Mangol, Dard and Mon races. It 
is believed thar Pashkum is the first village inhabited in the area. Purik 
remained under the cultural domain of Tibat and the people of the area 
adopted the Budhist faith in the ancient time. During 14th century Islam 
came to Kargil. 


Ali Sher Khan Anchan of Skardoo, a contemporary of Akbar, made 
good impact on the history of Purik. He invaded many small kingdoms of 
Purik, influencing the Purik culture with that of Balti. The palace of 
Chiktan, known as Chiktan Razi Khar, is famous in entire Purik and 
Ladakh. It is said that the architect of this palace was brought from 
Khapoloo in Baltistan and after the completion of the palace the king 
tried to chop his hands off but failed to do so due to a clever trick by the 
architect's wife. 


General Zorawar Singh Commander of the Dogra army, invaded 
Ladakh in 1846 A.D. At that time Tsespal Namgyail was the king. Gen- 
eral Zorawar Singh came to Suru Valley through Warwan Pass where he 
encountered Ladakhi forces at Langkarchey, 35 Kms from Kargil to- 
wards Sankoo, under the command of General Murup Namgyail. In a 
fierce battle, General Zorawar Singh defeated the Ladakhi forces and 
marched ahead towards Leh. He crushed the reinforcement under the com- 
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mand of General Banka Pa at Mulbakh. To sustain his troops, General 
Zorawar Sihgh constructed a fort in proper Kargil near the river. Kargil 
got prominence in the Dogra rule. The Dogras unified the kingdoms of 
Balistan, Purik, Zanaskar and Ladakh and the entire region became a 
part of the State of Jammu and Kashimr. The region was divided into 
three divisions of Skardoo, Kargil and Leh. 


CULTURAL GLIMPSES 


The district Kargil is a vast and diverse spectrum of tribal culture 
which is colourful and enchanting. Zanaksar, Drass, Kargil, Wakha, 
Mulbakh, Chiktan, Darchiks Garkone, Kushow, Kharboo are some of 
the important cultural glimpses of the district. Various Government agen- 
cies like the J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, Department 
of Information and Department of Tourism organise cultural programmes 
which attract large crowds, prominently the foreign tourists, who are fas- 
cinated with the cultural richness of the area. 


Folk singer of Kargil 


SHINA DANCE 
The Dards of Drass have a distinct culture of their own. Shina dance 
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and Dani Talwar dance, performed amid recitation of Shina songs, are 
famous cultural activity of Drass. The young as well as the old people 
take part in these activities. Various cultural clubs have been formed in 
Drass which are engaged in the development of these folk dances. 


BALTI GHAZAL 


The Balti ghazal is a popular poetic form sung by folk singers at 
festivals and in music programmes on Radio Kashmir, Leh. The younger 
generation is particularly thrilled by the compositions of these ghazels 
and many young Balti poets have come up who are contributing to the 
richness of the Balti poetry. 


BROKPA DANCE 


It is a dance form of the people of Batalik area performed in tradi- 
tional costume. These people are believed to be the descendants of the 
Aryans. It is said when Alexender invaded India, some of his soldiers 
were waywarded into the Batalik Valley and cventually settled there. 
Consequently, a new race of indigenous Aryans was born. 


Rich Cultural Heritage 
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NEYOPA DANCE 


Neyopa dance is an important cultural activity of the people in Wakha 
Mulbakh, 40 Kms from Kargil town on Kargil-Leh road. The people are 
very fond of festivities and organise Neyopa dance on village festivals 
and marriage ceremonies. The significance ofthis dance is that only men- 
folk clad with zebra skin costume and long black headgear, take part in it. 
Seven to nine people perform the dance. 


SEETHOT DANCE 


The dance is performed on Losar and marriage ceremonies in Bodh 
Kharboo. On Losar, a seven day cultural programme is held in the area 
where, besides the dance, folk songs are also sung by artists in colourful 
costumes. 


FOKAR FOLK DANCE 


Fokar is a famous Nallah in Shargole block and Fokar Dzong was 
a hermitage place of Padma Sambhava. An annual religious function is 
held at Dzong. Both men and women participate in the dance performed 
in two rows, amid singing of folk songs of love and matrimony. Unlike in 


Dardi Folk Singer at Tourist Festival 
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Leh, the female dancers wear turquise studded half length headgear and 
do not use the black lamb skin flaps near their ears. 


MENDOK LTANMO 


This is a famous thanks-giving dance of Kokshow performed 
by bachelors and virgins on the eve of summer after a long cold 
winter. The participants carry flowers on a stick which they offer 
to Gods as a mark of joy on the advent of summer which releases 
them of the vagaries of cold. 


ROYANG LHU 


The people in the Shakar Chiktan block of the Kargil district 
have a penchant for folk songs. Rgyang Lhu is their famous cul- 
tural activity where they sing folk songs and folk-lore. Folk song 
recitation competitions are also held in the area. 


GOMPA FESTIVALS 


Zanskar is the land of Gompas. The five main Gompas of the 
area include Karsha, Stongdy, Stakrimo, Zunghul, Sari and Fuktal. 
Annual festivals are held in these Gompas. The lama dance and the 
display of thankas and murals are some of the features of these 
festivals. A large number of people throng these Gompas on such 
occasions to witness the festivities. Zanskar folk dances, known as 
Alley Yato, and song competitions are important components of 
rich culture of Zanaskar. 


KARGIL FESTIVAL 


To attract more and more tourists to Kargil, the Kargil Tourist Fes- 
tival was held for the first time in 1996. Thousands of local people and 
foreign tourists witnessed the festival that proved a great success. During 
the festival, cultural programmes performed by artists from Drass, 
Darchik-Garkoon, Kargil, Fokar, Wakha, Mulbakh, Bodh Kharboo and 
Chiktan and Polo, archery and river rafting competitions were held. More 
than 300 artists from the district participated in various cultural pro- 
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Foreign Tourists Enjoying Tourist Festival at Kargil 


grammes. The Tourism Department is planning to organise more such 
programmces in the district. 


SPORTS 


The Kargil district is the home of some ancient sports which 
have been equally popular in the modern times. Archery and polo 
are not merely sports activities in the district but also an integral 
part of the social and cultural life of the people. 


ARCHERY 


Archery competitions are held at different places in the 
district with much fanfare and enthusiasm. The competitions 
also provide entertainment to people. The competitions start 
with the-melting of snow after a prolong winter and continue 
till the ploughing season. The sport is an ancient activity in 
the area which has got a religious touch also. During the com- 
petitions local artists are invited to recite Qasecdas and Naats. 
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The District Youth and Sports Department also organises ar- 
chery competitions at the district and block headquarters. 


POLO 


The polo having originated in Baltistan, travelled to 
Ladakh region in the 8th century A.D. The sport received 
royal patronage and polo matches were organised on impor- 
tant occasions. Like archery, polo matches have entertain- 
ment value besides being a sports activity. In olden days polo 
matches were a part of the social life of every village. Every 
big village had a pologround, locally known as *Shagharan'. 
The Shagharan's of Baroo, Hamburtik Barsoo, Biambas, 
Goshan, Chokival, Wakha, Fokar and Chiktan were famous. 
With the passage of time, polo has lost much of its popular- 
ity. However, the sport is still popular in Drass, Sapi, Fokar 
and Bodh-Kharboo. The polo club at Drass has 12 polo teams 
while the total number of teams in the district is 17 including 
2 each in Sapi and Fokar and 3 in Bodh-Kharboo. 


View of Horse Polo Match 
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DEVELOPMENT SCENARIO 


With a view to involve majority of population in the planning 
and implementation of various welfare schemes, the planning sys- 
tem has been decentralised to the grass roots level to incorporate 
local priorities. The decentralised planning, after the introduction 
of Single Line Administration, has yielded tangible results in har- 
monious development of all the areas of the district. 


There has been a 6 fold increase in plan allocation between 
1981-82 and 1995-96 when the allocation reached to Rs.19.50 
crores. The proposed allocation for 1996-97 has been fixed at 
2209.69 lakhs. 


For the 
rapid develop- 
ment of the dis- 
trict, the Central 
Government 
have declared 8 
communities of 
Kargil and Leh 
districts as 
Scheduled Tribe. 
These tribes are: 
1)Balti, 2)Beda, 
3) Boto's Bot, 4) 
Brokpa, 
Drokpa,Dard, 
Shin, 5) 
Changpa, 
6)Gara, 7) Mon 
and Purikpa. Ex- 
cept Changpa, 
all the seven 
tribes exist in 
Kargil and rep- 
resent 99 per 
cent population 
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of the district. It is hoped to improve the lot of the scheduled tribe 
in the district and bring them at par with other communities in 
matters of development. The Central Government is also pouring 
additional funds under Tribal Sub-Plan. 


AGRICULTURE 


The cold arid desert of Kargil is less favourable for crop 
growing conditions. As a result, the people and livestock face 
shortage of food, fodder and fuel. The agricultural activities 
have been under-taken over an area of 9,950 hectares. Of this, 
Grim (Nacked Barley) covers 4.660 hectares; wheat 1840 
hectares, Fodder 2356 hectares; vegetables 194 hectares and 
pulses 900 hectares. Proper land utilization, new production 
techniques and distribution of high yielding seed varieties 
have been accorded priority. The cultivation of cash crop like 
Zera, Potato, Onion and fodder has received much impetus 
assisted by the distribution of 5200 quintals of Urea at landed 
cost, 800 quintals of D.A.P. and 400 quintals of M.O.P. on 
33 per cent subsidized cost during the year 1995-96. 


To ensure cultivation of vegetables during off-season winter 
month when temperature dips to 25 degree c, poly green houses 
were set up in the district. The successful performance of these 
poly-green houses have shown wide acceptance at the farming lev- 
els resulting in the establishment of 3500 such houses in 1995-96, 


in the 27 circles of the two Agriculture Sub-Divisions of the dis- 
trict. 


The district made significant headway in utilisation of waste 
lands for fodder/vegetable production, fencing of sizeable areas, 
use of agriculture tools and implements in 1995-96. Spotting of 
proper soil fertility gradient in the geo-distribution of the district 
has also been started through Soil Testing Laboratory in the year 
1995-96 by virtue of which 800 soil smaples from different Agri- 
culture Circles were put to their nitrogen, phosphorus and PH esti- 
mations. During 1995-96, about 607 quintals of seeds of various 
varieties were distributed among farmers while 420 quintals were 
provided to them during 1994-95. Over Rs.35 lakhs were spent 
under the sector in 1994-95 while Rs.40 lakhs were allocated for 
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e for 1995-96. 


this purpos 


About 1.5 
quintal of Alfa 
Yarkandi fodder 
sceds were pro- 
duced for the 
first time during 
last year. The 
proposed annual 
allocation for 
agriculture for 
1996-97 is 
Rs.39.88 lakhs. 


HORTICULT 
URE 


Due to cold 
climatic condi- 
tions, fruit cultiva- 
tion is restricted to 
only 47 villages of 
the district. Apri- 
cot is the main 
fruit crop of the 
district. The best 
Apricot fruit 
(Halman) is 
grown in Karkit Chho, Hardass and Shilikchey. In Batalik area, other 
fruits such as grapes, walnut, almonds, cherry and peaches are also grown 
on a small arca with negligible production. About 3500 to 4000 quintals 
of dried aprocot valuing more than Rs.2 crore are produced annually. 
The number of fruit trees in the district is 1.90 lakhs, covering an area of 
751 hectares. There are 6 departmental fruit nurseries in the district over 
an area of 12 hectares. There are about 70000 fruit plants in these nurs- 
eries and the sapplings are distributed to fruit growers. The annual outlay 
for 1996-97 in the Horticulture sector is proposed at Rs.9.68 lakhs. 
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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 


Existence in the most hostile geoclimatic terrain in Kargil has led 
the local people to resort to live-stock rearing which they have been 
practicing for centuries. Here the nature has been some what kind to the 
region for a variety of fodder and grass grown in the district. Oal is a 
local variety of Alfa Alfa which grows quickly and is a nutritive valued 
grass relished by all species of live-stock. 


The commonly found live-stock in the district include Yak, cow, 
horse, donkey, sheep and goat. The Yak breeds with other bovine species 
also particularly with cow and their off-shoots are called Dzo (male), 
Dzomo (female), Ltor (male), Ltormo (female), Ghar (male), Gharmo 
(female). The female of this high breed is always sterile and are put to 
various uses by the locals in load carriages and ploughing etc. 


The district has a cattle population of 73,300. Of this, 44,300 are 
local bovine animals, 19000 cross-bred and 9664 equine. 


As many as 4 veterinary hospitals, 68 live-stock development cen- 
tres, one Yak breeding farm, one cattle breeding farm, two poultry farms 
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and 4 block level poultry units are functioning in the district. 


Due to the concerted efforts, the cattle population of cross-bred 
variety went upto 19000 at the end of 1994-95, resulting in boosting of 
milk production to 75 lakh litres per annum in the district. In the villages 
large portion of milk is skimmed for obtaining butter, a vital component 
of the daily diet. 


The Animal Husbandry department has established a Cattle Breed- 
ing Farm at Khurbathang with the help ofthe Desert Development Agency. 
The main objective of the Farm is to function as a source of locally pro- 
duced bulls for distribution to different live-stock Development Centres 
in the district. To boost popultry it has been proposed to establish a hatchery 
at Kargil. 


As many as 60 diary units are being established in the district under 
Tribal Sub-Plan whereas 58 such units were established last year. The 
proposed outlay in the sector for 1996-97 is Rs. 56.79 lakhs. 


SHEEP HUSBANDRY 


As the agricultural activity in the district is limited, live-stock rear- 
ing is an important occupation of the people. Accordingly the Sheep Hus- 
bandry Department has initiated programmes to improve the productiv- 
ity of the live-stock by way of bringing the entire local indigenous sheep 
population under the ambit of modern sheep development programme. It 
is also putting efforts to increase the quantity and quality of wool and 
meat production in the district by upgrading local sheep and goats through 
cross breeding with rams of Karakul, Marino and Bucks of Angora and 
Alphine, to provide health coverage to the entire sheep and goat popula- 
tion of the district and to prevent losses as a result of contagious diseases. 


The population of sheep and goats in the district is 3.24 lakhs. Of 
this. 2.16 lakhs are sheep. The breedable Eves and Does are 1.15 lakh 
and 0.51 lakh, respectively. As many as 53 Sheep Extension Centres, one 
Karakul Sheep Breeding Farm at Khumbathang, one Mario sheep Farm 
at Drass and one Angoora Sheep Farm at Pashkum are functioning in the 
district. 


About 1.05 lakh kg of wool were produced in private sector where 
as the mutton production was of the order of 4.65 lakh kgs during 1994- 
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95. During the last year 82,462 sheep and goats were provided dosing, 
22.230 were vaccinated and 35070 cases were treated against contagious 
diseases. 


Under Tribal Sub-Plan, 111 units of goats were established. Of this, 
50 units were of Pashmina goats. Under this scheme 5 Ewes/ Does are 
provided to each beneficiary on 50 per cent subsidy. About 142 such 
units are being established during the current year. Over Rs.3.50 lakhs 
are being spent on it during this period. 


Kargil is the only district in the country with a Karakul Sheep Farm. 
Karaul pelt is famous for making caps. The farm is located 25 kms from 
Kargil at Khumbathang in Suru Valley. The Farm is stretched over an 
area of 500 acres and has about 700 Karakul sheep. To convert the local 
Sheep into Karakul, the farm has introduced a scheme where under Karkul 
rams are distributed to local beneficiaries for producing cross breed 
Karakul. The annual outlay for the sector in 1996-97 is proposed at 
Rs.56.95 lakhs. 

EDUCATION 


The district has a literacy percentage of 19 as against 25.67 at the 
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State level. Among male, the literacy percentage is 32.26 while among 
female it is just 3.34. The literacy rate in urban areas is 41.31 per cent 
and in rural areas 15.60 per cent. 


Sustained efforts through various plan schemes in the district envis- 
age hundred per cent coverage in elementary education. Efforts to enroll 
and retain girl students in the schools have been intensified and priority 
was also given to female teachers in the teachers” training programme. 
Kargil is the first district in the State to introduce girl attendance scholar- 
ship in a bid to increase the girl students" roll. Under the scheme every 
girl student, attending school, receives scholarship. 


A net-work of 358 educational institutions function in the district. 
These include 263 Primary Schools, 47 Middle Schools, 12 Senior Basic 
Schools, one lower High School, 32 High Schools and 3 Higher Second- 
ary Schools. Besides, 22 private educational institutions are also func- 
tioning in the district. As many as 265 institutions are housed in Govern- 
ment accommodation and remaining 93 institutions in rented buildings. 
The Government is trying to accommodate all the schools in Govern- 
ment buildings in a phased manner. Work on 17 such buildings is apace. 
During 1995-96 as many as Rs.70 lakhs were incurred on this account. 


About 8894 girls were projected to be provided attendance schol- 
arship of Rs.15.50 lakhs. Over Rs.6.00 lakhs were allocated to pro- 
vide hostel facilities to 880 students, during 1995-96. Likewise, Rs. 
1.20 lakhs were provided for 900 students of 6th to 12th class who 
reside in hostels which were to benefit 170 students. Mid-day meal 
scheme was also launched in Kargil and Rs. 8.18 lakhs were spent 
during the year 1995-96. 


About 20988 students are receiving education in the district from 
Ist Primary to Higher Secondary classes. Among, them 9126 are girl 
students. More than 826 girl students are receiving education from first 
to 8th class while as 9990 male students are receiving education in thesc 
classes. The roll of girl students in 9th and 10th classes is 631 whileas the 
roll of the boys is 1201. Likewise, the roll in 11th and 12th classes is 903. 
Out of this, 232 are girls. In order to give boost to educational activities 
and meet a long pending demand of the people in the district, a Degree 
College was inaugurated last year. One more Higher Secondary School is 
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being opened at Sankoo. 120 more teachers were added in the year 1995- 
96. The teachers are being imparted training by the District Institute of 
Education, Kargil on N C E R T pattern and occassional refresher courses 
are also organised for them. 


A team of experts from State Institute of Education and Training 
conducted a 21 day refresher training in modern teaching technique for 
150 teachers in the district during last year. 


The annual allocation for 1996-97 in the Education sector in the 
district is proposed at Rs.377.49 lakhs. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


Work on 441 schemes was going on in the district at the start of the 
8th Five Year Plan at an estimated cost of Rs.42.16 crores. During this 
period, 270 schemes were targetted to be completed. During 1992-93 and 
1993-94, as many as 93 schemes were completed. A target of 60 schemes 
was kept for completion in 1994-95 against which 48 schemes were com- 
pleted. During 1992-93 to 1994-93, Rs.22.67 crores were spent on com- 
pletion of 141 schemes. During 1995-96 about Rs.9.03 crores were allo- 
cated for various works in the district. 


IRRIGATION 


The 8th Five Year Plan targetted 48 irrigation schemes to be 
taken in hand at an estimated cost of Rs.2.84 crores with a potential 
to irrigate 20058 hectares of land. Against this, Rs.1.74 crores were 
spent in the first three years of the 8th Plan and Rs. 70.00 lakhs on 
the on-going works during 1995-96. During the 8th Plan period 3000 
hectares were targetted to be brought under irrigation. Work on 
Khangral Canal with a potential to irrigate 140 hectares was started 
at a cost of Rs.45 lakhs. During 1994-95, Rs. 14.55 lakhs were spent 
on construction of this canal and Rs. 15 lakhs were provided during 
1995-96. The Kharbu thang canal with a potential to irrigate 800 


hectares was taken in hand in 1988 at an estimated cost of Rs.26.59 
lakhs. 


Umbolong and Zangla canals are targetted to irrigate a potential 


arca of 40 and 1400 hectares, respectively. So far, Rs. 37.60 lakhs 
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and Rs. 33.77 lakhs have been spent on these schemes, respectively. 
Over Rs. 10 lakhs and Rs. 14 lakhs were provided during 1995-96. 
Besides, construction of Kaksar canal (phase 2nd) and improvement 
of Khurbathang cannal has been taken in hand during 1995-96. 


The completion of Khurbathang canal has ushered Kargil dis- 
trict in a new era creating an irrigation potential for 880 hectares 
benefitting 10,000 souls of the adjacent villages. 


The 1996-97 proposed outlay for Irrigation sector is Rs.78.84 lakhs. 


FLOOD CONTROL/ ANTI SOIL EROSION MEASURES 


There are three main rivers and many nallas which flow in the 
district. These cause erosion in agricultural lands. The rivers and 
nallas which cause major soil erosion are river Suru, river Zanaskar, 
river Drass, Wakha nalla and Kanji nalla. 


During the 8th Five year Plan, 27 schemes with a scope of pro- 
tecting 2184 hectares of land were taken in hand at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 2 crores. During the first 3 years of the 8th plan, over Rs. 1.22 
crores were spent while Rs. 40 lakhs were provided during 1995-96. 


À Master Plan at a cost of Rs.199.54 lakhs had been proposed 
to protect the land along Suru, Drass and Zanaskar rivers, Kanji and 
Wakha nallas. Out of the Master Plan allocation for River Suru, Rs. 
28.22 lakhs were spent till March,1995. Over Rs.12 lakhs are being 
spent for construction of protection bunds on the banks of River Suru 
at Namsuru, Taisuru, Youljok, Sankoo, Faroona, Ando, Diamathang 
and Poyen etc. The Master Plan of river Drass and river Zanaskar is 
of the order of Rs.35 lakhs and Rs.20 lakhs, respectively. Of this, Rs. 
5 lakhs and Rs.6 lakhs, respectively, were spent during 1995-96. 
During the 8th Plan so far, Rs. 12.89 lakhs have been spent for flood 
control over Kanji nalla and Rs.20.39 lakhs over Wakha nalla. Dur- 
ing 1995-96, Rs. 10 lakhs and Rs.7 lakhs were provided for Kanji 
and Wakha nallas, respectivelly. The proposed allocation for flood 
control sector for 1996-97 is Rs. 45.04 lakhs. 


TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 


Out of 127 villages in the district,92 villages have been con- 
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nected so far with linkroads. A target of 5 more villages was kept for 
1995-96. In the 8th Five Year Plan, 201 schemes were targetted to be 
achieved at an estimated cost of Rs. 29.81 crores. During the first 
three years of the plan, Rs.13.69 crores were spent and an amount of 
Rs.5.31 crores was incurred during 1995-96. As many as 55 schemes 
have been completed during the first three years of the 8th plan. 


At present, work is apace on 19 bridges. Three major bridges at 
Sanjak, Thasgam and Kargil have been completed and thrown open 
for public. Among these, Sanjak is the most important bridge, which 
has been constructed at a cost of Rs.96.25 lakhs. The 50 meters span 
steel girder bridge provides an alternative road between Leh and 
Kargil. With the completion of the bridge the traffic load on the Na- 
tional Highway at Fotula and Lamayuru would be lessened. The com- 
pletion of Thasgam bridge at Sankoo has benefitted the people of 
Phoolongma and Thasgam with a population of 7000 souls. The bridge 
whose span is 72 meters was constructed at a cost of Rs.75 lakhs 


The Oatl Gah bridge which is located in the heart of the town 


Qatl Gah Bridge 
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will lessen the traffic load in the town to a great extent besides beau- 
tifying the skyline in the town. The Karsha bridge under construction 
at a cost of Rs.65 lakhs, will be the biggest bridge in Zanaskar sub- 
division constructed over Zanaskar River near Karshah. The bridge 
would link Karsha and Techa Khasar with Padam, the Sub-Divi- 
sional headquarter. 


Three more bridges at Cha with Rs. 9 lakhs, Zangla Rs.10.50 
lakhs and Ating Rs.18.49 lakhs, are also under construction in 
Zanaskar Sub-division. Another 4 bridges are nearing completion at 
Hagniss, Galma Thongdose, Tholospursa and Tambis. Besides, 9 sus- 
pension bridges were taken in hand during 1995-96. 


By the end of March 1995, the Public Works Department did 
black toping of 119 kms of roads, metaling and shingling of 280 kms 
and construction of 276 kms fair weather road. 


The National High way between Srinagar and Leh passes through 
Kargil town. In order to save the town from noise pollution and acci- 
dent risks, construction of a by-pass road has been taken in hand. 
This road will be 2.64 kms in length costing Rs.2 crores. The con- 
struction of 2 major bridges at Shilikchey over River Suru and at 
Achchamal over Wakha nalla is a part of this road. The proposed 
allocation in the Roads and Buildings sector for 1996-97 is Rs. 596.06 
crores. 


HOUSING 


During the 8th Five Year Plan, Rs. 1.25 crores have been pro- 
posed for construction of residential accommodation for Government 
employees. An amount of Rs. 62.44 lakh has been spent during the 
first three years of the plan. Over Rs. 30 lakh were provided during 
1995-96. As many as 121 residential sets have been constructed dur- 
ing 1995-96. 


In order to accommodate the passangers of far-off places, a Sarai 
has been constructed at Baroo at a cost of Rs. 7 lakh. To provide 
accommodation facilities to Kargilies who visit Jammu, mostly in 
winter, for medical treatment and other activities, a Kargil House at 
Jammu is being constructed at a cost of Rs.40 lakh.As many as 
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Rs.18.54 lakhs were spent till the end of 1994-95 while another Rs. 
26.50 lakhs were provided in the year 1995-96. For 1996-97 an allo- 
cation of Rs. 33.78 lakh has beeen proposed for Housing sector. 


URBAN DEVELOPMENT 


This scheme comprises way-side development construction of 
Rest Houses, parks, restaurants, shelter sheds etc. As many as 28 
works were proposed in the sector during the 8th Five Year Plan at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 6.54 crores. Of this, an amount of Rs. 1.12 
crore was spent during the first three years of the plan and Rs. 10 
lakh will be spent during the current year. For linking of Balti Bazar 
with Adul Gound, a link road is being constructed at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 19.77 lakhs. Till March, 1995, Rs. 14.45 lakh were spent 
while Rs. 4.50 lakhs were made available in 1995-96. An amount of 
Rs. 6.70 lakhs has been kept to maintain Public Park, Kargil during 
the current year. 


For the development of Padum town in Zanskar Sub-Division, 
Rs. 3 lakhs have been earmarked, of which Rs. 23.72 lakhs have been 
spent so far. The proposed allocation for Urban Development in 1996- 
97 is Rs. 11.26 lakhs. 


NON-FUNCTIONAL BUILDINGS 


During the 8th Five Year Plan period, 23 schemes have been targetted 
to be completed. In the first three years of the Plan, 16 schemes were 
completed and two other schemes will be completed during the current 
year. The schemes include construction of Community Hall, Niabat Of- 
fice, Circuit House and Rest Houses etc. An amount of Rs. 3 lakhs was 
spent on the construction of additional V.I.P. rooms in the Circuit House, 
Kargil. Besides, Rs.1.00 lakh each is being spent on renovation of the 
Rest Houses at Darchik, Bodh Kharboo and Taisuru. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING 


Out of the 127 villages and 527 Modas of the district, 110 villages 
and 209 Modas stand provided with potable drinking water facilities so 
far benefitting 62000 souls. 
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Owing to the difficult location ofthe villages and Modas and severe 
weather conditions, the provision of drinking water facility to each house- 
hold is a Himalayan task. However, no effort is spared in realising the 
goal. During 1995-96, as many as 5 additional modas were covered. An 
amount of Rs.1.50 crores has been earmarked for construction and main- 
tenance of these drinking water facilities. 


In order to improve the water supply scheme in Kargil town, a Master 
Plan has been chalked out at a cost of Rs.4.87 crores. Of this, Rs. 86 
lakhs have been spent on this scheme so far. During the year 1995-96, 
Rs.1.49 lakhs were spent. For a better drainage system in Kargil town, a 
project at a cost of Rs.38 lakhs is under execution and during the year 
1995-96, Rs.24 lakhs were provided for the scheme. 


With the increase in population and improvement in the living stand- 
ards. need has been felt for an organised sewerage disposal system in 
Kargil town. An amount of Rs. 1.78 lakhs has been proposed during the 
8th Five Year Plan. The annual allocation in the Public Health Engineer- 
ing Sector has been proposed at Rs.168.93 lakhs for 1996-97. 


POWER 


Kargil district is lagging in hydel power generation. Conse- 
quently, local population is almost completely dependent on the 
conventional sources of energy. Fire wood is also in short supply 
in this high altitude and arid region. Presently, there are 17 diesel 
generating stations with an aggregate installed capacity of.3.12 
MWs in the district which provide 4 to 5 hours supply of electric- 
ity daily to the local population. This is hardly sufficient to meet 
the growing energy needs of the people. To meet the requirements 
of the people, Iqbal Mini Hydel Project was commissioned in the 
district in October 1995. The Rs.34 crore project has a generating 
capacity of 3.75 MWs. The project has ushered Kargil in a new 
era of development. 


Work on three more mini hydel projects is in progress. These 
are one MW Haftal Project in Zanaskar Sub-Division, 600 KW 
Marpo Choo Project in Drass and 800 KW Sanjak Project. An 
amount of Rs.4 crores has been spent so far on the Haftal Project 
and is expected to generate power in October 1997, involving ex- 
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Head Work of Iqbal Micro Hydel Project 


penditure of Rs.8 crores. Marpo Choo Mini Hydel Project and Mini 
Hydel Project Sanjak are expected to be completed during 1997- 
98. 


Exploiting the water of the Suru river for power generation 
has been under consideration for many years. The proposed projects 
include 12 MW Chotuk Project and 60 MW Parkachik Hydel 
Project. The schemes were identified and formulated by Central 
Water Commission after investigations carried out by its Ladakh 
Investigation Division. Project report for both the schemes have 
been prepared and are being upgraded. The Power Development 
Corporation has recently decided to take up Chutuk Project in the 
State sector. There is potential for 2 to 3 more projects on the 
River Suru like Mangdum, Sangra, Karpokhar and Brokeihuina 
which are also being investigated. The proposed annual allocation 
for the Power sector for 1996-97 is Rs.41.67 lakhs. 


TOURISM 


Kargil was thrown open to foregin tourists in 1974. Since 
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then tourism has become a well established part of the local economy 
and an important sector of the developmental process of the dis- 
trict. It has opened new avenues of investment and profit for the 
local population. The district receives an average annual tourist 
traffic of 12,000 foreign and about 5,000 home tourists in normal 
circumstances. 


The Tourism Department is endeavouring to develop tourism 
facilities in the district. Emphasis is being laid on the development 
of basic infrastructure at important places so that miximum tour- 
ists are attracted. At the moment there are 6 accommodation units 
in the district with catering facilities. These include Tourist Dak 
Bangalow, Drass, Tourist Dak Bangalow, Kargil-I and Kargil-II. 
Besides, Dak Bangalows are being constructed at Panikhar, 
Mulbakh, Rangdum and Padum. In view of the pressure on accom- 
modation in Padum during peck months of tourist season, ten addi- 
tional rooms are being added to the Tourist Complex, Padum at a 
cost of Rs.35 lakhs. 


For promotion of tourist industry in Suru Valley of scenic 
beauty and trekking potential, a Tourist Dak Bangalow is under 
construction in Sankoo. An amount of Rs.8.80 lakhs has been ear- 
marked for this purpose. An alpine style Tourist Hut at a cost of 
Rs.7.65 lakhs has been completed at Rangdum which will provide 
adequate accommodation for trekking and mountaineering groups 
visiting Penzella area. Two more huts, one each at Tangole and 
Parkachik, are being completed during the year 1996-97 at an esti- 
mated cost of Rs.9.30 lakhs each. This will provide necessary ac- 
commodation for the mountaincering expeditions to Nun and Kun 
peaks with the heights of 23,100 ft and 23,356 ft above sea level, 
respectively. 


There are 37 hotels of various classes in the district including 
6 A Class; 2 B Class; 1 € Class; 4 D Class and 24 Economic Class 
hotels with a total bed strength of 896. 


An allocation of Rs.120 lakhs has been earmarked for the 
Tourism sector in the district during the 8th Five Year Plan. Of 
this, Rs.67.52 lakhs have been proposed for the capital component 
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for construction and improvement of various Tourist Dak 
Bangalows.The annual allocation for 1996-97 has been proposed 
at Rs.22.60 lakhs. 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT 


Kargil being a hilly district, the villages and hamlets are situated at 
considerable distances in difficult terrain. Thus the Rural Development 
Department here has a tough job in the development of the rural areas in 
terms of construction of bridges, footpaths and Khuls for small irrigation 
and sanitation works. 


Various programmes introduced by the State and Central Govern- 
ments for the development of rural areas are being implemented in Kargil 
vigorously. As many as 946 works under Employment Assurance Scheme 
were carried out during the year 1995-96,out of which 487 minor works 
were completed by the end of December, 1995 generating more than 6 
lakh mandays. About 7 crores have been proposed to be expended on the 
completion of the works. 


Under Jawahar Rozgar Yojana, 39 works like construction of foot 
bridges, protection bunds, culverts, school buildings, tanks and passen- 
ger sheds were taken in hand. About Rs.29.74 lakhs are being spent on 
construction of these scheme, of which Rs. 23.79 lakhs is Central share. 


In order to construct houses for the houseless families,74 schemes 
have been taken in hand under Indira Awas Yojana. Under the scheme, 
Rs.4.90 lakhs are being spent. Likewise, under Million Wells Scheme, 
Rs.9.19 lakhs are being spent on the construction of 40 tanks in the dis- 
trict. As many as 3000 Poly-green houses are being constructed in the 
district under Jawahar Rozgar Yojana. 


Out of about 9800 families living below poverty line in the district, 
400 families were assisted during 1995-96 through Bank loans/subsidy 
to establish income generating units under Integrated Rural Development 
Programme. So far 325 families have been assisted in establishing Jercy 
cow, Dzo, Dzomo, Sheep and Goat units and other small retail trade units 
in 7 blocks of the district. An amount of Rs.20.46 lakhs was made avail- 
able as subsidy for establishing various units during 1995-96, 


As may as 230 candidates are under going training in trades like 
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knitting, tailoring and embroidery at TRYSEM centres. Besides,20 can- 
didates have been sponsored for advanced training in motor mechanic/ 
electronics in Jammu. 


Under DWCRA Programme, 40 women groups are being estab- 
lished in various blocks of the district. Under the programme Rs. 15000/ 
are given as grant-in-aid to women groups of 10-15 members for estab- 
lishing their own units. 


——— OUI 


HEALTH 


In the Health sector there are one District Hospital, one 
T.B.Hospital, one Sub-District Hospital, 6 Public Health Centres, 
11 Allopathic Dispensaries, 76 M.A.C. and one Leprosy Unit func- 
tioning in the district. 

The various health institutions treated 1,20,093 out-door pa- 
tients during the year 1994-95 and 1,20,000 in-door patients were 
treated by the end of January 1996. 


The District Hospital, Kargil conducted 161 major operations 
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and 261 minor operations during 1995-96 while 2054 dental casses 
were also treated at the hospital. The X-ray plants installed at the 
district hospital, Sub-District Hospital, Drass and P.H.E., Sankoo 
took as many as 1,120 X-rays by the end of January,1996. The 
district hospital, Kargil and other PHCs have conducted 307 deliv- 
eries while 3312 laboratory tests were undertaken. Besides, 383 
Ultra Sound and 202 endoscopy tests were also conducted. 


As many as 25 beds have been added to the 50 beded District 
Hospital, Kargil during 1994-95 and 25 more beds are proposed to 
be added to the hospital during 1996-97. An additional ward was 
constructed in the district hospital at a cost of Rs.14 lakhs. A die- 
sel operated central heating system is being installed at the hospi- 
tal at a cost of Rs.28 lakhs. 


In order to construct a new building for the District Hospital, 
219 kanals of land have been procured at Kurbathang. As many as 
Rs.10 lakhs were spent during 1995-96 on fencing of the land. The 
projected estimate of the new hospital is Rs. 2 crores. 


Public Health Centre, Drass was upgraded to Sub-District 
Hospital during 1995-96. An amount of Rs.15 lakhs is being spent 
on the construction of the hospital building. Besides, Rs.74 lakhs 
are being spent on construction of Allopathic Dispensaries at 
Mulbakh, Trespone, Sankoo, Shakar and Tambis. 


The annual allocation in the Health sector for the district is 
proposed at Rs.126.39 lakhs for 1996-97. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The Social Welfare department is engaged in improving the 
living standard of the weaker sections of the society in the district. 
About Rs.10 lakhs were spent on old age pension during 1995-96. 
As many as 780 old aged pensioners were covered in the district. In 
order to attract more and more children of poor and weaker sec- 
tions to schools, an amount of Rs 1.00 lakh was being spent as 
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pre-matric scholarship benefitting about 1000 students. Free books, 
stationery and uniforms are given to the children of the poor peo- 
ple. Scholarship for physically handicapped and crippled students 
were given to 122 students during 1995-96. Besides, prosthetic aid 
to handicapped children and sewing machines are also given to 
poor, destitute and handicapped women and widows. 


Various Central schemes for uplift of poor people like Na- 
tional Old Age Pension Scheme, National Family Benefit Scheme 
and National Maternity Schemes are being implemented vigorously 
in the district. The proposed annual allocation in the Social Wel- 
fare sector for 1996-97 is Rs.9.96 lakhs. 


INDUSTRIES 


Since the re-organisation of Industries Department in 1979, 
the Industrial sector in Kargil received greater impetus. At present, 
438 Small Scale Units are formally registered in the district, gen- 
erating employment to 950 persons. 


With the generation of power from Iqbal Hydel Project which 
is the first Hydel Project in the district, a greater scope has emerged 
for the industrial sector in the district. To promote various indus- 
trial activities an Industrial Complex is coming up at Khurbathang. 
As many as 91 registered small scale units have so far been allo- 
cated land in the complex to start their own ventures. Of these, 11 
units have been set-up so far. 


The District Industries Centre sponsored 21 cases to 
Bank during 1994-95. Loans worth Rs.46 lakhs were given to 
the beneficiaries in 1994-95 for running their small scale units. 
Besides, 26 cases were sanctioned under Prime Minister's Rozgar 
Yojana in the year 1995-96 and a loan of Rs. 20.11 lakhs was dis- 
bursed. Another 57 cases were recommended under Prime Minis- 
ter's Rozgar Yojana and State Small Scale Industry Scheme in the 
year 1995-96. 
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During the year 1995-96, Rs.20.50 lakhs were made avail- 
able for expansion of the Industrial sector in the district. During 
1996-97 the allocation for Industries sector in the district is pro- 
posed at Rs.23.47 lakhs. 


HANDEOOM 


The district has a good scope for handloom industry as the 
maximum population, being agriculturist, remain idle for about 
six months in winter. According to a survey conducted in 1993-94, 
there are 445 traditional Patto weavers in the district. The csti- 
mated annual raw wool production in the district is 1.50 lakh kgs. 
In a bid to encourage setting-up of handloom units, schemes are 
being formulated under Tribal Sub-Plan. 


The Handloom department has trained 520 persons, mostly 
women, from 1992 to 1995-96 and during the period 4436 shawls 
were manufactured whileas 1668 Kgs of raw wool and raw 
Pashmina wool were processed. As many as 517 meters of Pattoo 
were manufactured during the same period. The total value of the 
production made by the Handloom department comes to Rs.24.43 
lakhs from 1992 to 1996. The annual allocation for the Handloom 
sector is proposed to be Rs.10.82 lakhs for 1996-97. 


HANDICRAFTS 


The Department of Handicrafts is running 12 training centres 
in various crafts like carpet weaving, Gabba making, embroidery, 
hoisery, carpentry and Papoo (Local shoe) making. 140 persons 
were trained during 1994-95 while 200 others were trained during 
1995-96. Ladakhi type carpets of 3' x 6' size has a good potential 
in the district. Efforts are afoot to improve the production of car- 
pets by importing high quality yarn and imparting training to the 
desirous people. Since the declaration of Kargil as Scheduled Tribe, 
the Tribal Sub-Plan gives maximum attention to incentives and 
better training to the beneficiaries. The annual allocation for 
Handicrafts sector is Rs.8.41 lakhs for 1996-97. 
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PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 


Kargil-Srinagar National Highway is the only supply line to 
the district from rest of the State, which passes through the Zojila. 
This National Highway remains cut-off for all kind of traffic for a 
period of about six months due to heavy snow fall. Thus the Food 
and Supplies department has to stock sufficient food grains well in 
time so that it may meet the needs of the consumer during winter 
months. 


The Department stocked 46000 quintals of rice, 48000 quintals 
Atta, 4300 quintals sugar and 19.25 lakh litres of Kerosene oil for 
winter season during the year 1995-96. The department has estab- 
lished 102 sale centres across the district for distribution of the 
essential commodities under revamped public distribution system. 
For sufficient stocking of the commodities, 20 godowns are being : 
constructed in the district, financed by the Central Government. 
These will be located at Padum, Zanaskar, Drass, Chiktan, Lotsum 
and Sankoo etc. The proposed allocation for the sector for 1996- 
97 is Rs.23.46 lakhs. 


DESERT DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 


The Desert Development programme was introduced in Kargil 
in the year 1980-81. Land development, soil conservation and pas- 
ture development and plantation at a large scale was undertaken 
under the programme. 


As many as 3947 hectares of land were brought under irriga- 
tion from the inception of the scheme to 1994-95 by constructing 
111 Khuls/canals and 55 tanks. As many as 11 khuls are under 
construction. Besides, 1844 hectares of land were developed by 
way of reshaping, terracing and levelling. 


Under the scheme, as many as 56.50 lakh plants were planted 
in the district and 959 hectares of land were brought under planta- 
tion by way of constructing fencing and walling. The plantation 
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include willow, poplar, hyphophia, shrubs etc. As many as 12.50 
lakh plants were planted in 1994-95 alone. As many as Rs.3.49 
crores were spent on execution of various schemes by the Agency 
during 1994-95. The implementing agencies of the Desert Devel- 
opment Programme are Departments of Rural Development, For- 
est, Agriculture and Soil Conservation. 


With the introduction of a new concept called water shed de- 
velopment in 1995-96, the programme of Desert Development has 
been undertaken by the Watershed Development Programme. Un- 
der this programme the project implementing agencies and non- 
governmental organisations supplement the Government depart- 
ment. During 1995-96, five non-governmental organisations have 
been selected, of which three have started working. An amount of 
Rs.1.12 crore was released to the Project implementing agencies 
for community organisation trainings, administrative over-heads 
and entry point activities. 


FOREST 


Despite difficult conditions of arid landscape, the Forest 
department has succeeded in converting a big chunk of arca in 
Drass and Zanaskar into plantation patches. Drass, the second 
coldest inhabited place in the world, has developed forest nurs- 
eries and plots. 


As many as 1.06 lakh plants were planted in 1995-96 un- 
der District Normal Plan and 44,000 under Social Forestry Pro- 
gramme in the district. The Social Forestry Programme was 
introduced in Kargil during 1995-96, Besides, the Forest de- 
partment has planted 7.25 lakh plants, covering 182 hectares 
of land, under Desert Development Scheme in 1995-96. provid- 
ing an incentive of Rs.28 lakhs to the local population, 


Fast growing trees Keeker, Rubinia, Psodocacia are being 


planted in the district. The department has brought new variety 
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of fast growing willow seeds from Reserach Nursery Jammu. 
The district has also some medicinal plants like Heoruculem 
(Spishoo), Ephedra (Tsephad), Artensia (Nak-Sbur), Physiculine 
(Lantang), Podophylum (Dairmo Kooshu). 


The district has some rare species of wild life like Ibex, 
Deer, Muskdeer, Black Bear, Brown Bear, Snow leopard, Shapoo 
and Marmot. According to a survey conducted in 1980, the dis- 
trict has an ibex population of 10000, besides 100 snow 
leapards. The Ibex are mostly found in Wakha Nallah, Rangdum 
Nallah, Pholongma and in Zanaskar area. To protect this rare 
specie, game-huts are being constructed in various nallah and 
informers are being recruited to check poaching. The annual 
allocation in the Forest sector for 1996-97 is proposed at 
Rs.26.03 lakhs. 
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WHO'S WHO 


ADMINISTRATION TELEPHONE NOS. 
OFFICE RESIDENCE 

Code 01985 

1. Dy. Commissioner, Mr Umang Narula, IAS 2216" 2292 


2. S.P. Dr. B.Srinavas, IPS 2218 2251 
3. Distt. Sessions Judge, Mr. S.L. Pandita 2248 2248 
4. Superintending Engineer, Mr. V.K.Ticku 2289 2233 
5. Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Bashir Ahmed Khan 2245 2208 
6. Asstt. Commissioner (Revenue), Mr. Isfandyar Khan 2263 2263 
7. Asstt.Commissioner (Dev.), Mr. Ahmed Ali Khan 2267 2285 
8. Distt. Information Officer, Mr. Tsering Narboo 2235 2280 


POLITICAL LEADERS 


1. Munshi Habibullah Former Minister 2284 2242 
2. Kacho Mohammad Ali Khan Former Minister — 7212 
3. Mohd.Hassan Commander Former M.P. — 2338 
4. Qamar Ali Akhoon Former M.L.A. — = 
5. Aga Syed Jamal Former M.L.C. — — 
6. Aziz Mohammad Qari Former M.L.C. — — 
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